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BASIC PINCH POT: to make the Honey Bowl 
 

1. Create a ball, about the size of a tennis ball. 
 

2. Keep the surface of the ball as smooth as possible and make sure you don’t create 
pockets in the surface of the ball by pressing with your fingers. Instead, use your palms to 
mold the ball. 
 

3. Create an opening.  
Cup the ball in your hand. Next, gently press your thumb into the center of the ball to 
create an opening. Leave at least 3/8 of an inch (1 centimeter) of clay at the bottom to 
form the base of the pot. If you accidentally pinch through the base of the pot, roll the 
clay into a ball again and start over. 
 

4. Pinch the pot.  
Use gentle pinching motions to thin out the walls of the pot. Work in circles to thin out 
the sides at the same rate. Keep pinching until the walls are as thin as you’d like them. 
The walls of the pot should be similar in thickness without any large divots. Smooth out 
any cracks in the clay with your fingers after you’ve finished forming the pot. 
 

5. While pinching, pay attention to the shape of your pot. Will it be a circular pot, a square-
bottomed pot, or a long, tall pot? 
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6. The walls can be as thick as you’d like them. However, make sure you don’t make them 
any thinner than 3/8 of an inch (1 centimeter) or they will collapse. 
 

7. Let the pot become “leather hard”. Set the pot in a low-traffic location and cover it with a 
lightweight hand towel. Let the pot dry for a few hours, checking on it periodically. When 
the pot is leather hard, it will be cool to the touch and firm like a block of cheese 
 

8. If the pot starts to look chalky, it is getting dry. 
 

9. Allow the pot to dry completely. Let the pot become “bone-dry.” During this stage, the 
pot will be rigid, brittle, and chalky.  Be careful when handling a “bone-dry” piece of 
pottery as it can break easily. 
 

10. Wrap it up with newspaper and bring it to “Clay with Me” pottery studio to be fired. 
 

11. Watch our videos @ claywithmepotterystudio.com 
 

 

APPLE PATTER 
Technique: coils and pressing 
 

1. Roll many pieces of clay with your finger on a table. You can roll up the coil creating a 
nice spiral.  
 

2. Put the first coil in the centre of the patter mold and start rolling them up. 
 

3. You can make the design and shape that you want but always make sure that the 
thickness of the coil is ½”. If it is too thin will crack and if is too thick will explode. 
 

4. Smooth out the lines of the coils to get the clay together and make the platter body 
strong. 
 

5. Keep applying the coils and keep smoothing out and blend them to each other. Make 
more and keep going. 
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All the nice designs are going to show at the bottom of the platter. If you want to do some 
designs at the top, first you need to make the structure of the platter with coils or by pressing 
little balls of clay. 
 

6. Now keep going until all the platter’s mold is cover with clay. 
 
Have fun :) 
 

7. When your platter is totally covered with clay it is time to grab a wet sponge and smooth 
the clay by pressing down gently and firmly. With the wooden tool, cut the leftover edges 

 
8. Time for the stamps, stencils or wherever you want to do in the surface of your platter. 

Please, if you are using a pinched tool don’t go to far down, you don’t want to cut your 
platter.  

 
9. Use a ball to press down evenly. Look how cool and pretty it looks with all the stamps on 

the clay.   
 

10. Let it dry on top of the plastic platter but make sure that the edges are cut, if not when 
the clay is getting dry it can break.  

 
11. please bring your projects to studio during the drop off days.  

 
12. Pick up your creations 1-2 weeks after the drop off. 

 
 
Post a picture of your platter and bowl in your family table on instagram and tag us to get 30% 
off of your next project.  


