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ELIJAH CUPS CLAY KIT  
TAKE HOME KITS  
 

 

ELIJAH CUPS  

Clay Molding 

 

INCLUDED: 

 
 1 lb., 12oz. of clay 

 1 Wooden tool 

 

 

 

 

BEFORE YOUBEFORE YOUBEFORE YOUBEFORE YOU    BEGIN:BEGIN:BEGIN:BEGIN:    

Cut clay in halfCut clay in halfCut clay in halfCut clay in half        

With one half you will make the pinch pot (cup)With one half you will make the pinch pot (cup)With one half you will make the pinch pot (cup)With one half you will make the pinch pot (cup)    

With the other half you will make the With the other half you will make the With the other half you will make the With the other half you will make the base (little pinch pot) and the base (little pinch pot) and the base (little pinch pot) and the base (little pinch pot) and the 

handle (coil technique).handle (coil technique).handle (coil technique).handle (coil technique). 
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Tools must be returned to 

the studio. 
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BASIC PINCH POT: to make the cup 

 
1. Create and form a tennis sized ball. 

2. Keep the surface of the ball as smooth as possible and make sure you don’t create 

pockets on the surface of the ball by pressing with your fingers. Instead, use your palms 

to mold the ball. 

3. Create an opening.  

Cup the ball in your hand. Next, gently press your thumb into the center of the ball to 

create an opening. Leave at least 3/8 of an inch (1 centimeter) of clay at the bottom to 

form the base of the pot. If you accidentally pinch through the base of the pot, roll the 

clay into a ball again and start over. 

4. Pinch the pot.  

Use gentle pinching motions to thin out the walls of the pot. Work in circles to thin out 

the sides at the same rate. Keep pinching until the walls are as thin as you’d like them. 

The walls of the pot should be similar in thickness without any large divots. Smooth out 

any cracks in the clay with your fingers after you’ve finished forming the pot. 

5. While pinching, pay attention to the shape of your pot. Will it be a circular pot, a square-

bottomed pot, or a long, tall pot? 

6. The walls can be as thick as you’d like them. However, make sure you don’t make them 

any thinner than 3/8 of an inch (1 centimeter) or they will collapse. 

7. Let the pot become “leather hard”. Set the pot in a low-traffic location and cover it with a 

lightweight hand towel. Let the pot dry for a few hours, checking on it periodically. When 

the pot is leather hard, it will be cool to the touch and firm like a block of cheese. 

8. If the pot starts to look chalky, it is getting dry. 

9. Allow the pot to dry completely. Let the pot become bone-dry. During this stage the pot 

will be rigid, brittle, and chalky.  

10. Be careful when handling a bone-dry piece of pottery as it can break easily. 

11. Wrap it up with newspaper and bring it to “Clay with Me” pottery studio at 80 Barton 

Ave. to be fired. 
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12. Watch our videos @ claywithmepotterystudio.com 

COIL TECHNIQUE 

To make the middle part of the cup (where we grab it): 
 

1. Make a median coil. Approximately 1” (thickness) per 3” height. (Do not do it too thin because it 

won't resist the weight of the pinch pot cup). 

2. Put the pinch pot outside down. 

3. Make score lines at the bottom of the pinch pot (see video for instruction). 

4. Make score lines on the coil part that will be attached to the pinch pot.  

5. Apply water and attach the two parts. 

6. Press firmly. 

7. Make score lines connecting the 2 parts (coil + pot). 

8. Apply water in the score lines 

9. Make little coils to cover the score lines and smooth all the surface. 

10. Now we need a little pinch pot to make the base of our cup. 

 

 

LITTLE PINCH POT 

To make the base: 
 

1. Follow the instruction (basic pinch pot) with a little ball of clay, approx. 1 ½” (diameter). 

2. Open the top of the pinch pot as a little plate.  

3. Make score lines in the bottom of the little pinch pot and at the base of the coil. 

4. Add water on the score lines. 

5. Attach both parts together. 

6. Make sure to make score lines in between the two parts. 
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7. Make little coils to apply on top of the score lines.  

8. Smooth out the surface. 

9. Now you have your Elijah’s cup! But still is outside down.  

10. Leave it overnight to make sure it will be nice and hard enough to keep working on it. You can 

rush the process by turning on a fan or the heat.  

11. The elijah's cup doesn’t have to be dry it has to be leather hard. 

12. When you see that the cup is strong enough to put is outside down. Do it and make sure that it is 

standing up correctly. If not move it and press down to correct it. 

13. Let your cup become “leather hard”. Set it in a low-traffic location and cover it with a lightweight 

hand towel. Let it dry for a few hours, checking on it periodically. When it is leather hard, it will be 

cool to the touch and firm like a block of cheese 

14. If the cup starts to look chalky, it is getting dry. 

15. Allow your cup to dry completely. Let it become “bone dry.” During this stage, it will be rigid, 

brittle, and chalky.  

16. Be careful when handling a bone dry piece of pottery as it can break easily. 

17. Make a bed for your cup out of newspaper and put it on top of it. 

18. Put it in a box and bring it to “Clay with Me” pottery studio to be fired. 

19. Watch our videos @ claywithmepotterystudio.com 


